Recognizing Our Bondage

In Galatians 4, Paul explains the difference between a slave and a child. He wanted to
make sure the Galatians were enjoying the path made by Jesus Christ. The epistle to
the Galatians shows other missionaries were in conflict with Paul at that time. The
Jewish-Christians from Palestine had visited the congregations of the Galatians after
Paul’s visit there and was trying to teach that what Paul had taught prior to them coming
was not complete. They were trying to persuade some of the Galatians that salvation
required observance of the laws of the Torah, which included circumcision. Paul writes
to rebuke and to persuade the Galatians in this letter. Paul communicates in this letter
that Christianity, with its emphasis on faith in Christ, is antithetical to religion which
approaches God based on good works. He also argues that nothing can be added to
Jesus’ sacrifice for our sin, nor circumcision or any other external religious forms.

Galatians 4:1-3

[1] Now | say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant,
though he be lord of all;

[2] But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father.

[3] Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the
world:

When we were in bondage of the elements of the world, as an heir | differed not from a
slave, or in other words anyone else in bondage. When | was saved, | was set free from
the bondages of sin, and brought forth from the slavery of being lost (and being in
bondage to the world as well). That should excite anyone that has a relationship with
God if you really begin to think about it long enough! If we cannot begin to learn to live
as children of God and mature to be the people God wants us to be, we will continually
be as slaves to sin!



Acts 15:8-11

[8] And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did
unto us;

[9] And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.

[10] Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our
fathers nor we were able to bear?

[11] But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they.

Galatians 4:4-7

[4] But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a
woman, made under the law,

[5] To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.
[6] And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts,
crying, Abba, Father.

[7] Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God
through Christ.

Jesus Christ was sent to redeem, we receive the redemption and adoption as sons, and
if a son, then an heir of God through Jesus Christ.

Galatians 4:8-9

[8] Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are
no gods.

[9] But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye
again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?
When we did not know God, it was our instinct to turn to which by nature were things
other than God. So how in this world could we begin to turn back to what we were
before after we start to know God or are known by God? | do not know about you, but |
have no desire to go back into the bondage | was freed from!

Galatians 5:1

[1] Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not
entangled again with the yoke of bondage.

Do not walk back into what you came out of!
In Paul's letter to the Romans, he emphasizes in the passage below:
Romans 8:15-17.

[15] For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received
the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.



[16] The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
[17] And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

We are accepted, and the victory comes when the kingdom is fully realized!
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