
 

The Difference 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

[13] But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 

them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have 

no hope. 

[14] For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also 

which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 

[15] For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which 

are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent 

them which are asleep. 

[16] For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 

the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in 

Christ shall rise first: 

[17] Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 

with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we 

ever be with the Lord. 

[18] Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 

What makes you different? What separates you from others? What 

breaks the mold of the world? Some are going to go to Heaven when 

they die and some will not. Some will be ready for Christ’s return and 



some will not. To better know who you are that makes you unique in 

this world you have to realize the difference that lives inside of you. 

Jesus Christ has made the difference in all of our lives. 

Philippians 1:21-23 

[21] For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

[22] But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall 

choose I wot not. 

[23] For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be 

with Christ; which is far better: 

We recognize that there are two different perspectives between the 

flesh that wants to work in this world for gain and the spirit that desires 

to depart this world and to be with Jesus. So we know that if we know 

Jesus then we are going to have a better place to go and not have to 

stay in this world. 

II Corinthians 5:8-10 

[8] We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the 

body, and to be present with the Lord. 

[9] Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be 

accepted of him. 

[10] For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that 

every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he 

hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

We also know that when we go to appear before Christ that the things 

that were once our hindrances will no longer hold us. We will appear so 

that we may be accepted. So what makes you different? 



“If we believe that Jesus died and rose again” 

The key to this is faith. We must believe by faith. To believe is to trust. 

Acts 16:31 

[31] And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 

saved, and thy house. 

As we believe we are saved. We believe and are then made sure by our 

confidence of Heaven. When people do not believe they do not possess 

that hope of Heaven; lost forever. To grow in God and be a witness for 

others you must learn to see and recognize the difference that has 

been made in you by God. 
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