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Faith, Family and Love

Finding Your Spiritual Identity

| Corinthians 2:14-16

[14] But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.

[15] But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.
[16] For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we
have the mind of Christ.

This was Paul’s message to the natural person. It was the type of person that Paul
was most concerned over.

A Natural person

- Has not been born again

- Cannot understand spiritual things

- Thinks the spiritual things are foolish

- Turns away from the bible with thoughts and imaginations

The destiny of the natural human being without Jesus Christ is destruction. The
need that all mankind has is salvation.

Romans 3:23
[23] For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

All people are naturally lost



John 6:37

[37] All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me |
will in no wise cast out.

All people can be saved
Once we are saved we are no longer without hope. Something amazing happens!
| Corinthians 2:11-13

[11] For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in
him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.

[12] Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of
God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.

[13] Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth,
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

The Spiritual person

- Was once a natural person

- Salvation through faith in Christ has transformed them

- Was once doomed, now delivered

- Was once lost, now found

- Was once bound for hell, now bound for Heaven

- The spirit teaches the spiritual person

- The spirit discerns (understands) all things

- Sees the work of God in the world and in their personal lives
- Spiritual things are not easily understood by others

Jesus warned of these things: John 15:18-20

[18] If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.

[19] If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not
of the world, but | have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth
you.

[20] Remember the word that | said unto you, The servant is not greater than his



lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept
my saying, they will keep yours also.

V 16 — As we become spiritual we put on the mind of Christ
| Corinthians 3:1-4

[1] And |, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal,
even as unto babes in Christ.

[2] | have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to
bear it, neither yet now are ye able.

[3] For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and
divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?

[4] For while one saith, | am of Paul; and another, | am of Apollos; are ye not
carnal?

The Carnal person

- Is confused

- Knows what is right but does not do it
- Knows the world is lost but clings to it
- Is like Lot lingering in Sodom

- Needs full commitment to Christ

The natural person lives for the moment. The spiritual person lays up treasures in
Heaven. The carnal person tries looking in both directions. Finding the balance in
your life is done successfully when the spiritual part of you leads.
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